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" How to keep secrets secret

By William V. Kennedy
ROM the time it took office the
Reagan administration has been
obsessed with the notion that
government employees and journalists are
out to subvert the country by publishing
what are deemed by the Reagan appoin-
tees to be military secrets.
" From a massive and constitutionally
dubious campaign to force government

. employees to renounce their First Amend-

ment rights by signing lifetime censorship
ents, the administration has gone
on to a steady expansion of intimidation
by lie detector and, most recently, to a bill

“to jail journalists who publish ‘“‘secrets”

- given them by government employees.

. Now there comes a suggestion from an
unlikely source that the fault may lie, not
with journalists or civil servants, but with

- mismanagement of the classification sys- .

‘wmbytheadministrationitself. o

r.- In & March 20 speech to the Washing- _

ton Press Club, Attorney General Edwin .
Meese I said, “We have far too much :
. classified information in the federal gov:
_ernment. A lot of things which shouldn’t
be classified are, and therefore there isa-
 kind of a ho-hum attitude toward the pro- .
" tection of national security information.”
Anyone who has worked in the State or
Defense Departments or the or who

" has covered those agenciesasa } umﬂ'i' st,
is

' and last re: of the incompetent. Sur-

' reptatious ﬁease of information by con-

 geientious military and civilian employees

“to journalists and congressional aides has -

“thus become so common that there is now™ .-

ia foundation-financed clearinghouse to
~sortitout. YT

. There are, therefore, two areas pm

V’addressed in seeking a solution:

@ How to.reduce the quantity of classi-

RO

‘fied documents. o
R IOA IS

~ agement. Mr. Meese

-----

PR B S

® How to keep incom-
petents from abuse of the system.
" The heart of the problem is the fact
that the executive branch has sole author-
ity to define what is or is not “classified.”
The temptation that holds out to
policymakers to use the system to cover
up wrongdoing or to gain political advan-
by selective release is overwhelming.
That problem will not be resolved until
Congress acts to define by law what can
be classified. And it should be guided by
the fact that we have avoided nuclear war
or a worldwide conventional war, not be-
cause of what we have been able to keep
secret, but because of what our potential
enemies know of our strength.

It seems to follow that the t of in-
formation ha a claim to secrecy are
very few: Cﬁes Jevelopmental weapons
t,'Eat have not En exésed to sateﬂi’te or
9ther_phomghz identity of clandestine

in nce sources, and deliberations of .
t! al Security Council and the
J

he Nation: ty v
oint Chiefs o are the only categor-

les this writer can think of based on 30
years'- experience with such_information
at all levels of classification. - -~

. It is not eno

_ to i entify specific
areas of legitimate classification by law.
Such a law should include penalties for

_ unauthorized release to whomever. but

also — and this now is conspicuously
lacking — stiff penalties for abuse of the
system to protect deception or misman-
has performed an im-
portant service in bringing the problem
into focus, but only Congress can bring

_ about the needed solution. . =
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